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PresidentOs Message

Thank you, thank you, thank you!
My job is made so much easier
when | am surrounded by
dedicated members of the Lower
Cape Rose Society who get the
job done. The job I'm talking about
is the tremendous accomplishment
of the most talked about Yankee
Convention in more than a
decade. Clarence Rhodes (O/S
Judge in 1988 and Yankee Silver
Honor Medal winner in 1990) said
that it was the best District
Convention he had attended in at
least 15 years. Clarence also
commented that it was a good sign
for the District that so many people
stayed in the Hospitality Room
untii 2AM on Sunday morning!

Jon matia_ o8 Jusce m1os0 1tOs all about the pruning!

aljd Ya_nkee Sllve_r Honor Medal The next meeting of the Lower them sharpened. After pruning,
W!nn,er in 1994) §a|d that,as fa_r as Cape Rose Society will be held on we will head inside for a chili/
District Conventions go_, It didn’t Saturday, April 16, 2011, 10am. at cornbread fest, followed by a rose
get any better than this!” It has The Harwich Community Center, auction! Goodies for the

only bgen _tWO W.eeks’ and the 100 Oak Street Harwich. The hospitality tables M-Z.
smoke is still clearing from all the Consulting Rosarians of the Lower

hard lwork - S0 ! am not going ,to Cape Rose Society will demonstrate ~ Bring & friend! Bring a neighbor!
mention anyone’s name, until I'm pruning techniques as a Ohands-on®  Show off our love for the rose!

H ’
sure that | mention everyone’s process. Bring your pruners, have :

name who played a part. But | will
mention each and everyone in
next month’s Rose Beacon.

Continued on Page 2

Our own GREG DAVIS received the highest BILL DILLON s presented by OZ OSBORN KEN WHITING  with his carving which raised
award given to a Yankee District member, the with the Bronze Medal for outstanding service $1,000 for the food pantry. Great work Ken!
Silver Medal for outstanding service on a on a local level. Congratulations Bill!
district level. Congratulations Greg!!
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By Oz Osborn
! Looking ahead, we will
have an exciting meeting this
Saturday, April 16, starting at
10:00. There will be a short
meeting with a pruning review
and sharpening, then we will
go outside for an hour or so,
and prune some roses - please
bring your GLOVES &
PRUNERS!  Afterwards we
will go back indoors for our
rose orphan OauctionO... Last
chance for great bargain
prices- Rainbow Sorbet, Cinco
de Mayo, Rhapsody in Blue,

NOW ISTHE TIMETO PRUNE YOUR
ROSES! LASTYEAR ROSA
COMPLICATA AND ZEPHRINE
DROUHIN COVERED THIS GARDEN
STRUCTURE

Cherry Parfait, Easy Living and PULLING LATERALS INTO A

inill HORIZONTAL POSITION ENCOURAGES
Geminitt Then, tQ top off a BLOOMS ALL ALONG THE CANES!! E
super day, we will have our 7
Chili and Corn Bread
contest..... Once again

congratulations to Bill Dillon for
receiving the highest local rose
society award, the ARS
Bronze Honor Medal and Greg
Davis who was awarded the
highest ARS District award, the
Silver Honor Medal. Kinda
makes the Lower Cape Rose
Society PROUD!

NEXT MEETING:  APRIL 16, 2011 - 10AM

Learn the correct fundamentals of Rose Auction! Great roses, at a great 2" annual Chili Contest
pruning a rose. Hands - on. Bring price!! Join the fun, perhaps youOll complete with cornbread.
your pruners to the meeting, get them go home with a real prize! Bring a pot of chili to share with
sharpened. Try them out on our rose other LCRS members. Who will

garden! Small groups - win the prize??




RAMBLING WITH OZ

! OWhat a wonderful Convention!O That was the gratifying comment on the many Emails and Face
Book kudos that were received from most of attendees, days after the close of the Yankee Spring
Convention. As | had mentioned for several months, every four years The Lower Cape Rose Society has
the honor of hosting the Yankee District Spring Convention. In the past we had hosted one at The Four
Points Sheridan in Eastham and at The Sea Crest in Falmouth. Two weeks ago, we hosted the
convention at The Ocean Edge Resort on 6A in Brewster, and the LCRS raised the bar for all future
Yankee Conventions. The bPreworks began on Friday night, as many of our out of state guest bled into a
pre-convention dinner party at the Agro Dolce Restaurant. After dinner, everyone continued spirited
festivities at the Hospitality Room until midnight. Saturday lived up to all the planned promises of a great
Rose Day. The Convention started with a Cape Cod Welcome with the showing of the program , OThe
Sands of TimeO. Dave Long, the Yankee District Consulting Rosarian Chairman, then gave a brief report
on the current requirements for CRs. Bill Kozemchek, a grower of over 1000 roses from the Philadelphia
area, gave an informative and colorful presentation on his many Climbers and different types of rose
supports in his garden. There was a break in the action for refreshments in the vendor room, featuring a
stunning exhibit by Diane Goers, and a chance to buy minil3ora roses at an unbelievable $5 price or 5 for
$20! It was time to return to the main room where Pat Shanley was preparing to speak. Pat is the founder
of the Manhattan Rose Society, the American Rose Society Chair of Marketing and Membership, and
author of the book OThe Sustainable Rose GardenO (And openly running for VP of the ARS). She shared
with everyone some sure bre fund raising tips, as well as several reasons for growing carefree roses.
Following was Paul Columbo, a very popular rose grower from just outside of Detroit. Paul's program
featured past National Conventions and nationally known rose growers. He ended his presentation with a
quiet tribute to a Yankee and Penn Jersey favorite, Past ARS President, the late Frank Benardella. The
popular OOut of Control Garden LadyO, C.L. Fornari stole the show! C.L. charmed and wowed the
luncheon crowd from her brst OHelloO. She was really on her game, with information and entertaining
remarks accompanying her beautiful pictures. Those who stayed for lunch were blessed with such a
superior program. After lunch, John Mattia, a nationally known and winning rose exhibitor, presented a
powerpoint on O Scrap BookingO. He showed what could be accomplished with your ordinary photos using
different digital techniques. The day ended with Richard Anthony and Kristine Vance presenting a very
informative and entertaining showing of the newest miniature and mini3ora roses. They have won several
Queens and more at the latest National Rose Shows. After the raff3e everyone returned to their rooms to
dress for the banquet dinner. Bill Dillon gave a touching Prayer of Grace before the meal. He had to return
to the front of the room, as the Lower Cape Rose Society totally surprised him with the presentation of the
Bronze Medal. Patsy Cunningham of the Rhode Island Rose Society received the Yankee District
Outstanding Judge Award. Craig Dorschel from the New England Rose Society received the Outstanding
Consulting Rosarian Award. For all of us the best part of the evening was the presentation of the most
prestigious award of the night, the Yankee District Silver Honor Medal to our own Greg Davis.
Congratulations Greg, we are all proud of you!
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Ten Principles of Rose Pruning
By: Robert B. Martin, petrose@aol.com, Consulting Rosarian

Pruning time normally sends rose growers back to their books and out to pruning demonstrations and
lectures to refresh memories on the principles of pruning. There one encounters numerous instructions on
proper pruning techniques, some of which are altogether contradictory. Armed with or perhaps simply confused
by this knowledge, many then repair to the garden to stumble through the process.

In an effort to bring some order to this confusion here are ten simple principles that provide guidance on
pruning the large roses--Hybrid Teas and Grandif3oras. With some modibcation, mentioned at the close, the
principles also apply to pruning Floribundas and Miniatures. Climbers, Shrubs, and Old Garden Roses are
another story altogether and are not addressed in this article.

! As with any project, the place to start is with a plan. Thus the prst rule is:

! 1. Plan Your Pruning From the Ground Up.

Most rose growers start the pruning process from the top, standing over their roses and nibbling away with
pruning shears as if they were barbers giving their roses a trim. This wastes valuable time; it can also be
damaging. The purpose of pruning is to select the strong, healthy canes that will support the new year's growth.
The stuff at the top is last year's history. Get down on your knees (sit down if it's more comfortable) and look at
the bud union and the canes that come from it. Think about new growth and turn to rule number

! 2. If It's Too Old To Cut It, Cut It.

Identify the newest canes. They are the ones that are the greenest. Then identify any older canes. (If your bush
IS young--say two to three years old--you may not have much in the way of older canes.) Like people, they are
the ones that are craggy and gray. This is not the time for nostalgia. The old gray ones usually have weak
spindly growth on them and are in the way of brand new canes that are now only a gleam in the bud union's
dormant eyes. Use your loppers or handy pruning saw and cut the old buzzards off Bush with the bud union.
When this is accomplished, turn to rule number 3:

! 3. If It's In the Way, Cut It Away.

New growth needs room and the ideal plant grows out from the center. Identify any canes that cross directly
over the center and cut them off with your loppers or pruning saw Bush with the bud union or, as is more
generally the case, Bush with the cane from which they have decided to grow in the wrong direction. Also,
identify any canes that are seriously crowding each other. If they are not too close you can wedge them apart
with a piece of stem cut from the plant.

If not, cut them out with your loppers or pruning saw, again Rush with the bud union or the cane from which
they are growing.The remaining canes are now your bush and are ready to be pruned back--leading to the next
rule:

! 4. The Height Is As Simple As 1-2-3.

The relative merits of severe versus light pruning are debated at length in the rose literature. Most proponents
of severe pruning are from areas that require winter protection for their roses. Since the cold is going to Kill
back long canes anyway this makes sense. The proponents of very light pruning either don't know what they
are doing, are too faint-hearted, or have an inordinate love of bushy foliage and small blooms on short stems.
In my Southern California climate, neither approach makes sense. Mentally divide the cane into three equal
parts and prepare to remove the top one-third. Before you do, however, proceed to rule number 5:

! 5. For All You Do, This Bud's For You.

If you are unusually lucky, exactly 2/3rds of the way up the cane (or I/3rd down depending on whether you have
now stood up) will be an outward facing bud eye. Bud eyes are found at the intersection of the cane and a
leal3et of bve. They will also develop from what looks like an expanded band on the cane. Sometimes they are
obvious; other times less so. There should be several and the generally preferred one faces out. But it is not
necessary to be slavish to the outside eye rule. (Where the canes come out at a 45 degree or greater angle, a
cut to the outside facing eye can often result in a horizontally spreading bush with canes that fall of their own
weight. This is particularly true of bushes that tend to naturally grow horizontally. A cut to an inner facing eye in
such cases will usually produce a cane that goes straight up, the best way for roses to grow.) What if there are
no properly placed bud eyes? Find one and work with what you've got. If you haven't got any, double check
your eyesight and if there are really no eyes of promise conclude that God didn't intend the cane to live

anyway. This brings us to a very important and seemingly heartless rule:
!



! 6. When In Doubt, Cut It Out.

Many rose growers are somewhat squeamish about pruning, for fear they will harm a plant that produces such
beautiful and delicate blooms. Don't let the blooms fool you--a rose bush is one tough cookie. How else could
the rose have survived without the loving care of rosarians for hundreds of millions of years? The bush will
take care of itself, so if you're puzzling about whether to leave that little stem that, although unpromising,
might do something--cut it off. In this vein, we come to rule number 7:

! 7. If It Isn't Big Enough to Seal, It Doesn't Belong There.

Most instructional pieces on pruning advise you to seal cuts on stems larger than a pencil. Why, you may ask,
should you consider leaving stems smaller than a pencil? A stem growing from another cane will never be
larger than its source. Pencil-thick stems produce matchstick-thick stems that produce pin-thick stems that
produce roses that only the thick-headed could love.Forget also the common instructions about sealing with
shellac (who can Pnd shellac anymore?) or nail polish or God forbid, the black, oily spray-on sealing goop that
invariably gets sprayed on the bud eye, forever sealing it from growth. A drop of Elmer's or any white glue is
fast and easy. Ignore those who claim you needn't seal in the winter because the cane borers are not active.
This may be true where it's below freezing and the borers are all dead, but having personally lost more canes
to borers than | care to disclose, | can guarantee you that if there is one borer in your neighborhood that is still
alive, it'll drill a hole right into the end of your cane and deposit a creature that, if disregarded, will eat its way
all the way to the bud union. Don't give the sucker an even break. And while we're talking about giving bugs a
break, consider the next rule:

! 8. Leave No Leaves.

Strip all the remaining leaves. They too are last year's history. You want new leaves that can get a good start
without catching fungus infections or facing attack from the bugs hanging around the old leaves. After this,
your bush should be looking pretty bare and you can wrap up your work with a little advice that sounds like it
came from Mom:

! 9. Don't Forget To Brush!

Take a wire brush and brush off that scaly woody stuff on the bud union. Try not to brush off any promising
bud eyes while you're at it. Rose lore says this exercise will stimulate and provide room for basal breaks--new
canes from the bud union. Whether this is really true has not exactly been proven, but it seems like a good
idea and maybe the bush you just butchered will consider it a pat on the head and recognize that you still love
it. But before you get too dreamy, you can turn to the last rule, which coincidentally also sounds like a word
from Mom:

! 10. Clean Up After Yourself.

Gather up all the canes, stems, leaves and miscellaneous stuff you've generated, bag it up and throw it away.
While you're at it, yank the weeds from around the bush and get rid of all the dead leaves and dried up old
petals lying around. All of last year's fungus and insect problems are lying around in this stuff waiting for the
new blooms. And don't bother to compost it. Rose canes don't decompose well and the spores, eggs and
other things in the mess seem to survive composting efforts quite well. Finally, lay down some new muilch to
make things look real neat. Your Mom will be proud of you and will love the roses that bloom in the spring, tra
la.

The above rules also generally apply to Floribundas, however the trick here is to prune more lightly and to not
worry about leaving thin stems. The rules also generally work on Miniatures; however, since they are usually
growing on their own roots, you can leave a lot more canes. In both cases, careful pruning can get rather
tedious so some growers simply prune off the top third with hedge shears like a shrub and get pretty good
results.

OUR ROSE GARDEN,
DESIGNED, PLANTED AND
MAINTAINED BY THE
LOWER CAPE ROSE SOCIETY




DUES ARE DUE!! $25.00

THE LOWER CAPE ROSE SOCIETY 2011
Membership application

NAME:

ADDRESS

TOWN! | ! ! ! ! o ZIP ! ! ! ' PHONE:! ! ! !
EMAIL:

PLEASE MAKE CHECK ($25.00) PAYABLE TO LOWER CAPE ROSE SOCIETY
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! OR MAILTO

AUDREY OSBORN
12 SCOTCH PINE FARM
EAST HARWICH, MA 02645



